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SUMMARY OF BILL:      Directs that the defenses to prosecution for criminal trespass do 

not apply to persons who are between the ages of 18 and 21, visibly intoxicated, disruptive, on 

the premises of a retail package store, and remain on the premises after being asked to leave.  

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions: 

 

 Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-413(a), a person between the age of 18 and 21 who 

is visibly intoxicated and disruptive on the premises of a retail package store may be 

charged with criminal trespass if they are asked by the owner of the retail package store 

to leave but remain on the premises.     

 Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-14-405(b), it is a defense to prosecution for criminal 

trespass if a person entered or remained on property that the person reasonably believed 

to be property for which the owner’s consent had been granted or if the person’s conduct 

did not substantially interfere with the owner’s use of the property.    

 The proposed legislation would prohibit persons being charged with criminal trespass 

pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 57-3-413(a) from using the defenses listed pursuant to 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-14-405(b) during prosecution for criminal trespass.     

 Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-14-405(g), criminal trespass is a Class C 

misdemeanor. 

 There will not be a sufficient number of prosecutions for state or local government to 

experience any significant increase in revenue or expenditures.   
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